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physician   who  knows  more   of   medicine  than  you  do.'
eln that case I will retire, and leave you in his charge,'
replied the doctor, and bowing coldly to me, he departed.
I saw that I had bewitched the three worthy friends, and
I began to give myself airs, lay down the law, and quote
authors whom I had never read.
M. de Bragadin had a weakness for abstract science, and
one day he told me he was sure I possessed a superhuman
knowledge, I was too learned for a young man. I did not
want to shock his vanity by contradicting him, and then and
there, in the presence of his friends made a most extravagant
statement. I told him an old hermit had taught me how to
make certain numerical calculations, by means of which I
could obtain an answer to any question if I wrote it down
according to a system he had also imparted to me, the words
of the question must be represented by numbers, and pyra-
midal numbers, the answers were given in the same form.
cThe answers are sometimes very obscure/ I said, cyet if I
had not consulted my oracle the other night, I should not
now have the pleasure of knowing your excellencies. When
I asked if I should meet any one at the ball whose encounter
would be disagreeable to me, I was told, "You must leave
the ball one hour before, dawn." I obeyed, and your excel-
lency knows the rest.3
clt is the clavicula of Solomon which you possess,5 said
M. de Bragadin, 'which the vulgar call the cabbala. It is a
veritable treasure. You can, if you like, make your fortune
with it.'
CI got it,' I said, cfrom a hermit on Mount Carpegna,
when I was under arrest in the Spanish army.'
I saw I had produced a good effect on rny listeners; the
difficulty was not to destroy it. M. Dandolo said he would
write a question the meaning of which could only be un-
derstood by himself. He handed me a slip of paper couched
in such obscure language I could make neither head nor tail
of it; but it was too late to draw back. I could but trust to
effrontery to carry me through. I put down four lines in